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GRADE 8 READING 

7.3.2 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word 
meanings and relationships by selecting appropriate words or explaining the use of words in context, 
including content specifi c vocabulary, words with multiple meanings, or precise vocabulary.

118748.000 A Common, CMN

The dart hit the bull’s-eye precisely in the center.

q What does the word precisely mean as it is 
used in the box?

exactlyA. 

scarcelyB. 

powerfullyC. 

convincinglyD. 

7.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning 
(e.g., knowledge of word structure, including prefi xes/suffi xes, base words, common roots, or word 
origins; or context clues; or other resources, such as dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses; or prior 
knowledge)

118657.000 A Common, CMN

w The prefi x inter- in the words intermission 
and interview means

between.A. 

connected.B. 

beneath.C. 

thorough.D. 
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X-Ray Detectives
Informational Text

7.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
using information from the text to answer questions, to state the main/central ideas, or to provide 
supporting details

118723.001 B Common, CMN

e In the fi rst paragraph, which information 
suggests that X-rays may have infl uenced 
artists?

They used reverse images.A. 

They showed inside views of subjects.B. 

They used black and white paint.C. 

They showed outline images of subjects.D. 

7.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning 
(e.g., knowledge of word structure, including prefi xes/suffi xes, base words, common roots, or word 
origins; or context clues; or other resources, such as dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses; or prior 
knowledge)

118724.000 C Common, CMN

r In paragraph 4, the word deception means

comparison.A. 

openness.B. 

trickery.C. 

design.D. 
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
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X-Ray Detectives
Informational Text

7.7.1 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
obtaining information from text features (e.g., table of contents, glossary, index, transition words/
phrases, transitional devices, bold or italicized text, headings, subheadings, graphic organizers, charts, 
graphs, or illustrations)

118725.000 C Common, CMN

t What does the reader learn from the pictures 
and text in the box?

that Degas disguised the base in a A. 
surprising way

why a metal skeleton forms a good B. 
sculpting base

the details of a genuine sculpture that C. 
was X-rayed

how Degas’s sculpture was affected by D. 
corrosion

7.3.2 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word 
meanings and relationships by selecting appropriate words or explaining the use of words in context, 
including content specifi c vocabulary, words with multiple meanings, or precise vocabulary.

118728.000 D Common, CMN

y In paragraph 8, the word perfect means to

insure.A. 

continue.B. 

extend.C. 

improve.D. 
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
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X-Ray Detectives
Informational Text

7.7.3 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
organizing information to show understanding (e.g., representing main/central ideas or details within 
text through charting, mapping, paraphrasing, summarizing, or comparing/contrasting)

118737.001 Common, CMN

u Explain how X-rays can be used to discover forgeries. Use information from the entire article to 
support your answer.

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation of how X-rays can be used to discover forgeries. 
Response includes relevant information from the article.

3
Response provides an explanation of how X-rays can be used to discover forgeries. 
Response includes some relevant information from the article.

2
Response provides a partial explanation of how X-rays can be used to discover forgeries. 
Response includes limited information from the article.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:
Note: A thorough response will include information from the entire article.

How X-ray images can detect forgeries:

By looking at X-rays of the work: 

X-rays are made of the artwork and compared to X-rays of art that is known to be genuine • 

brushstrokes  °

paint and varnish that were not used at the time the painting was supposed to have been done °

postage stamp details • 

design  °

paper type  °

cancellation mark  °

alterations °

Sculpture • 

statuette of an Egyptian cat as an example of a forgery  °

method • 

material• 
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SCORE POINT 4

118737.001 Common, CMN

u 

Response provides a thorough explanation of how X-rays can be used to discover forgeries. Response 
includes relevant information from the article.
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SCORE POINT 3

118737.001 Common, CMN

u 

Response provides an explanation of how X-rays can be used to discover forgeries. Response includes 
some relevant information from the article.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
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SCORE POINT 2

SCORE POINT 1

118737.001 Common, CMN

u 

118737.001 Common, CMN

u 

Response provides a partial explanation of how X-rays can be used to discover forgeries. Response 
includes limited information from the article.

Response is vague or minimal.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
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SCORE POINT 0

118737.001 Common, CMN

u 

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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X-Ray Detectives
Informational Text

7.8.1 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by explaining 
connections about information within a text, across texts, or to related ideas

118732.000 B Common, CMN

i According to the article, how are X-rays and 
CT scans similar?

Both have infl uenced famous artists.A. 

Both show the interior of an object.B. 

Both have been used to reveal fake C. 
postage stamps.

Both have been used to repair musical D. 
instruments.

118729.000 C Common, CMN

o Why does the author compare a CT scan to a 
sliced loaf of bread?

to review the benefi ts of a CT scanA. 

to show the reader how bread is like a B. 
musical instrument

to help the reader picture how a CT scan C. 
operates

to explain the difference between D. 
paintings and music

7.8.3 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by drawing inference 
about text, including author’s purpose (e.g., to inform, explain, entertain, persuade) or message; or 
using supporting evidence to form or evaluate opinions/judgments and assertions about the central 
ideas that are relevant



10NECAP_2009_Grade8_Reading_Released_SupportMaterials

NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING

X-Ray Detectives
Informational Text

7.8.4 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by distinguishing fact from 
opinion, and identifying possible bias/propaganda or confl icting information within or across texts

118734.000 A Common, CMN

1) Which sentence from the article is an 
opinion?

“Some wonderfully creative uses of A. 
X-rays have been in the world of art.”

“Pieces of sculpture can also be B. 
examined by X-rays to see if they are 
forgeries.”

“X-rays also reveal repairs that have been C. 
made in the past that can’t be seen with 
the eyes.”

“His scans show wormholes, cracks, and D. 
even areas that were patched long ago.”

118735.000 B Common, CMN

1! What is the main purpose of the article?

to persuade art dealers to check for A. 
forgeries before selling art

to explain how modern technology can be B. 
used in unique ways

to provide information to detectives who C. 
are looking for stolen art

to help artists restore damaged artwork to D. 
its original appearance

7.8.3 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by drawing inference 
about text, including author’s purpose (e.g., to inform, explain, entertain, persuade) or message; or 
using supporting evidence to form or evaluate opinions/judgments and assertions about the central 
ideas that are relevant
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
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X-Ray Detectives
Informational Text

7.8.1 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by explaining 
connections about information within a text, across texts, or to related ideas

118738.002 Common, CMN

1@ Explain why “the most impressive use of X-rays in art is to uncover what has been covered up.” Use 
information from the article to support your answer.

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation of why “the most impressive use of X-rays in art 
is to uncover what has been covered up.” Response includes relevant information from the 
article.

3
Response provides an explanation of why “the most impressive use of X-rays in art is to 
uncover what has been covered up.” Response includes some relevant information from the 
article.

2
Response provides a partial explanation of why “the most impressive use of X-rays in art 
is to uncover what has been covered up.” Response includes limited information from the 
article.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:
Why “the most impressive use of X-rays in art is to uncover what has been covered up.” 

Uncovering what has been covered up reveals many things that would otherwise not be seen: 

repairs • 

style (brushstrokes for example) • 

materials used • 

recycled canvases can show underlying paintings • 

underlying structures, e.g., sculptures • 

original shape if covered with corrosion• 

Uncovering these things produces 

guidance for repairs • 

forgeries • 

history • 

new artwork previously unseen• 
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING

SCORE POINT 4

118738.002 Common, CMN

1@ 

Response provides a thorough explanation of why “the most impressive use of X-rays in art is to uncover 
what has been covered up.” Response includes relevant information from the article.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING 

SCORE POINT 3

118738.002 Common, CMN

1@ 

Response provides an explanation of why “the most impressive use of X-rays in art is to uncover what 
has been covered up.” Response includes some relevant information from the article.



14NECAP_2009_Grade8_Reading_Released_SupportMaterials

NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING

SCORE POINT 2

SCORE POINT 1

118738.002 Common, CMN

1@ 

118738.002 Common, CMN

1@ 

Response provides a partial explanation of why “the most impressive use of X-rays in art is to uncover 
what has been covered up.” Response includes limited information from the article.

Response is vague or minimal.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
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SCORE POINT 0

118738.002 Common, CMN

1@ 

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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